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Property market: What

Our |love affair with Tuscany is still very much alive - but itcomesata price. Anna m‘ e
Tyzack finds out where the real Italian beauties are hiding for buyers an a budget S TR R AR TS
Ferrari man who

« Property overseas homepage mistook his Putney
« Telegraph Homes Abroad house for n garage
f:npe Jrl ﬂrmca- No

It is & cultured crowd (ar ai Jeast they would like ta thank so) who make for Tuscanyin

summer, The ragion's undulating olive groves, Renzissance towns and stone bombhi satisfy o
Fheir romantic daefinltbion of "summer holiday”. "Peaple are passionate about Taly," says d ﬂ.- .
Rupert Fawcett of estate agency Knight Frank. "They go there for the art, history and music.® 4 l | f-ﬂ_ \a g.-a:

Laser aye

Balisimg: 5 stope hodse 8 (nrge grounds, with mauntdls viesws, |Ust 40 muinutes from both the Laristic

Wil AlrdEss STpact il set you' back 1t (130,088 [E103 000 throwgh Lokailan Thaly WII'H a507 1.“_,:"3
Leatment
Bul those whao dream of owning an Jtaljan farmbouse in Tuscany will find the prices far from woith nealy
remantic. In souqht-after parts of the reglon (so-called Chiantishire, for examplel and even in £3‘3ﬂ0
reighbouring Umbria, an average four-pedroom, stope farmbouse can oost aboul €©1.2 milion.
Click hera
The British autpost, howaver, comprises & relatively small area of [taly, 1Fyou venture an

howr noarth into Lunigiana ar south inlto EmilieRomagna, equivalent properties cim cost up to
halfas much - and there is stii| plenty for dassics schalars to sink thelr @ath into. "IF's more

o

of @ Buyer's market ! siys MrFawoett, “so lahg 85 you-are sepsible and check all the facts.” . F] | I I i l
T e
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For those prepared th explore, there are many lovely, old houses swikhin easy reach of unspolit
coastand countryslde ail over Italy. Hardensed Tuscanophiles wlll take some convincing that
the countryside In Basllicata, n the far south, could be mistaken far Tuscany, buk the
600,000 (E475,860) price tag for a bespoke stone farmbouse, surrmunded by olive groves,
might get them thinking, Here are:10 of the most enticing areas.

1. Majella, Abruzzo

Getting there: Abrudzo Tnternational Almort, Pesdara gtz L84 | |.
La cucina: Maccharoni@lla Chitarra, black truffles RTWaF e

I vini: Tretlanno gething td
Abruzzo has slipped through the net of most Britsh secofd-nome owners. "Abruzzo has

everything, vet still anly Thallans seem to be aware af it," says Lorma Richardsan of Properties Fissd fmnaui
Around ltaly. 1t is fronted on ona side by the &dratic coastline, with Europe's only blue fiag g bt e
beaches [seven in total). Further inland are some of Raly's best preserved madievel and

Rengiszanoe Mil-towns such ez Castel del Mente and Santo Stefana d| Sessanio, as well as the

Roccaraso ski area and natipnal parks,

"I spént mare than slx years searching all over Ttaly Lo fnd my ideal property. Thow Hve in
Anruezn, T rest my case,” says M8 Richardson. T gien skl inwintar, 4 15-minute drive from my
[rolsa, Tran be of the basch in the summer, a 30-minute drive, and T live in the natonal
park, with views to die for, Nowhare is llke Abruzzo.”
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| mcTIvITY PLANNER

She recommeEnds Suimong; on the edge of the
national park, a5 a good piace to start looking

for property. Prices [0 Abrieso are 40-70 per How do you find
cert |ewer than Tuscany, according to

Chasterton Intemational (www. chestertan a reliable
imtermational,com). tradesp&u"?

« For sale: A two-bedrmam villa dn the edoe
of Suimona; with wviews of mountains, trees
apd sheep €250,000 { Progerties Araund Traly:
OB 39 329 0864 210 704;
wiew, propertiesaround Italy .com), A stone
house In-iarge prvate grounds (pictured
abiovi), with fabiulous mountain views,
wobden heams, stone fireplaces and arlgingl
floors, 1t1s @ short drive from a good |ocal
town, and 40 minutes from the aipart and the
each. €1.30,000 (Lokation IEly: 0845 GBS
9299 www, lokatlon,it),

2. Le Colline Pisane, Tuscany

Getting there: Pisa alrport
La cucina: Peposo della Fomacing (beef coaked in a cotta pot with herbs and hlack pepper)

I vini: Chiantl Collire Pisane

The Willy countryside south -east of Pisa is less "discovered"” than other parts of Tiscany, bt |s

still a viabie aption for culture vulbures, as it 18 less than an hour away from Castlglioncella,

Farte dal Marmi, Florence and Lucca,

"Bespite ts beauty, this Incation is relalively undiscoverad,” says Luta Catalang of develaper
Reslitalia. "It has 3 low rate of intemational buyers and unspolit hills, where agriculture (s st
a sulid, tocal business, and with property prices thal are a fraction ol those in other, betier
known areas n Tuscany, ™ Reatltalia s working on several projects n Chiannl and Lajatico,
birthplace of Andrea Bocelll, who has recently helped create the Teatro el Silengin, a
iandscape theatre on the hlils arpund tajatico itself { www teatrodetsilenzio. com ).

» For sale: Newbuolld Tuscan-style stone houses with |sroe gardens in Lajation with
exceptional views, remote managementand onling rental system €550,000-€650,000 (087D
B90 9936; wiw e |ikalia, o, ok,

3. Casperia, northern Lazio

Getting there: Fome Flumicino and Rome Clamplng airpons
La cucina: Salbmbocca alla Romana (sliced veal with ham'in a Marsalz sauce)
I vini: Cerveterl vinayards, and Est Bt Est from Monteflascone

All-eyes are-an Viberbo in narthern Lezio, as the area has been chosen fur Rome's third
Intemational aimort. Reqular flights from the UK will boost the local ecanomy ahd open up the
surraunding countryside. The airport will serve both Rome and northem Lazio, bridging the
gap betwean Rome and southern Umbia and Tuscany

Northern Lagio = dotted with medieval villages; sych gs Bagnaia, Montefisscone ant
Vitorchigne, and features two plcuresgue |akes, Vico and Balsens, Further east towards
Wmbria, around the medieval lown of Casperia, 45 minutes from Rome, there are stope
propemmes and villas for sale &t a fraction of what they would cost aoross the Umbnan border.
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Fame and fortune Deal or no deal Roclk the waelk Stunning locations
Actress Lucy Brown Why it pays to be Seven days in the Top 10 British places
taiks aboul her wary of operators' groove all ardund the  for natural beauty
attitude to maoney. ‘spaclall offers, country; and quality of life,
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